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Selected priorities of the climate 
strategy
• Switch from burning coal to burning trees in • Switch from burning coal to burning trees in 

combined heat/power plants
• Increase modal share of bicycles to 50% of trips • Increase modal share of bicycles to 50% of trips 

to work and school
• Reduce energy use in building stock by 7 5%• Reduce energy use in building stock by 7.5%
• Reduce provision for private automobiles, 

including reallocation of street space and including reallocation of street space and 
removal of parking spaces
S  C h  Cli t  Pl  ( )• Source: Copenhagen Climate Plan (2009)



Synergies and Conflicts 



Level of Policy IntegrationLevel of Policy Integration
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Key findings from the researchKey findings from the research

• The essentially voluntary nature of the climate • The essentially voluntary nature of the climate 
strategies makes them vulnerable to competing 
interests and pressures  Unless and until climate interests and pressures. Unless and until climate 
change planning goals are firmly rooted within 
the zoning and land use codes  efforts to either the zoning and land use codes, efforts to either 
restrain GHG emission growth or successfully 
adapt to a changing climate will be weak  adapt to a changing climate will be weak. 



Organizational/Institutional challengesOrganizational/Institutional challenges

• Climate change strategy is still mainly tied to • Climate change strategy is still mainly tied to 
energy/environment policy. Causes and effects 
of the underlying development pathway largely of the underlying development pathway largely 
ignored or unaccounted for.

• Regional competition for housing and • Regional competition for housing and 
employment growth also leads to tensions 
between competing planning prioritiesbetween competing planning priorities.



Mitigation and adaptation are two 
sides of the same coin
• The treatment of mitigation and adaptation as • The treatment of mitigation and adaptation as 

two mostly distinct policy areas sets up potential 
conflicts between different plans  policies and conflicts between different plans, policies and 
programs 

• This also leaves unattended questions of social • This also leaves unattended questions of social 
justice, environmental protection and economic 
efficiency   efficiency.  



Fairness and democracy matterFairness and democracy matter

• It is likely that governing institutions will have to • It is likely that governing institutions will have to 
more deeply engage its citizens in a politically 
and socially contentious debate about the trade-and socially contentious debate about the trade
offs between climate change planning goals and 
other socio-economic  political and other socio economic, political and 
developmental goals  



Development pathways impact GHG evelop e t pat ways pact G G 
emissions trends for decades

Source: Danish Ministry of Transport 
(2010)



Density may compromise Density may compromise 
adaptability/resilience 

Source: CPH Climate Plan (2009)



Environmental riskEnvironmental risk



Political/Institutional RiskPolitical/Institutional Risk



Exposure to globalized competition 
can have big impacts on local policy



Socio-economic riskSocio-economic risk



What is the role of IA then?What is the role of IA then?
• Assess adaptation and mitigation measures within Assess adaptation and mitigation measures within 

one coherent policy framework, highlighting 
synergistic policies and plans as well as policy 

fli   conflicts  
• Link up larger scales of action and longer time 

periods of impactperiods of impact
• Broaden focus beyond traditional environmental 

impacts to include socio-technical and economic impacts to include socio technical and economic 
impacts assessed in qualitative terms

• Draw policy attention to significant areas of risk and 
uncertainty



Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention


